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It is easy to be “green” with Magnum Computer Recycling

  What does one do when they 
stumble upon a large pile of 
discarded computer monitors 
while hiking in a rural area of 
South Jersey? Some may call 
the township; others may keep 
walking. For John Martorano, 
Jr., it brought about a change in 
lifestyle and ultimately a new 
career. An avid outdoorsman 
for years, Martorano came face 
to face with the unthinkable – 
illegal dumping of electronic 
waste.
  “While I was well aware of 
recycling and the importance 
of doing it responsibly, I was 
overwhelmed by sadness 
and utter disregard for the 
environment,” says Martorano. 
He knew there had to be a better 
way and began researching 
alternatives for safe, compliant 
ways to reuse and refurbish 
electronic materials and 
components. Magnum Computer 
Recycling was born.
  Since its inception in 2006, 
Magnum has grown to be 
driving force in the business 
community and an integral 
part of keeping the Garden 
State green. Its growth was 
matched only by the on-going 
commitment of Martorano and 
his team. “We take our work, and 
the positive results, seriously,” he 
shares. “Our goal to is to stay as 
‘green’ as possible by collecting 
used and unwanted electronic 
equipment then channeling them 
to the correct agencies for proper 
recycling or disposal.”
  There is little that Magnum 
Computer Recycling won’t 
accept. From AC adapters to 
rechargeable batteries, desktops 
to laptops, cell phones to 
vacuums, the list goes on and 
on. “Basically, we take in any 
electronic device that operates 
with a battery or power cord,” 
Martorano explains. Smashed 
televisions or damaged monitors 
are some of the few exceptions. 
  Martorano has established 
extensive partnerships with local 
governments, townships, schools 
and businesses over the years 
and have cycled over 15 million 
tons of computer equipment 
and electronic parts. “I’ve had 
many memorable milestones but 
topping the list is when Melinda 
Williams at the Salem County 
Improvement Authority gave me 
a shot at servicing her landfill. It 
was a huge step in making real 
positive change.”
  According to Magnum, 
education is very important. 
It is often a lack of awareness 
that impedes proper recycling 
practices.  The team spends 
countless hours helping 
companies and consumers find 

ways to reuse and recycle a wide 
range of electronic devices.
  Martorano references some 
interesting facts: Recycling 
one million laptops saves the 
equivalent of energy used by 
3,500 US homes in a year. For 
every one million cell phones 
recycled, 35,000 pounds of 
copper, 772 pounds of silver, 75 
pounds of gold and 33 pounds 
of palladium can be recovered. 
“These are extraordinary 
statistics and illustrates just how 
much of a difference proper 
recycling can make both here in 
the Delaware Valley and around 
the world.”
  Ever-changing technology 
results in an even greater 
increase of e-waste. Statistics 
estimate 50 million tons are 
produced each year and only 
15-20% of it recycled according 
to the Environmental Protection 
Agency. The rest go directly into 
landfills and incinerators. Data 
shows that in the United States, 
an estimated 70% of heavy 
metals in landfills come from 
discarded electronics.
  “Whether we pick up items 
at a company-wide ‘bring 
your electronics to work day’ 
or consumers come to one of 
several ‘Electronic Collection 
Events’ (E-events) throughout 
the year, Magnum follows 
the strictest of guidelines 
required as a certified recycler,” 
Martorano explains.  The 
first step involves a careful 
inspection to determine if the 
used electronic equipment 
can be reused, repaired or 
refurbished. If not, certified 
recyclers will either disassemble 
the used equipment for parts, 
breaking it down into its basic 
material components, or send 
it to responsible, approved 
processors.
  Martorano goes on to add, “R2 
and ISO 14001 certification 
programs are based on strong 
environmental standards which 
maximize reuse and recycling, 
minimize exposure to human 
health or the environment, 
ensure safe management of 
materials by downstream 
handlers, and require destruction 
of all data on used electronics.”
  Besides being a matter of law 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
responsible electronics recycling 
can have a direct impact on the 
community. Improper recycling 
can be unhealthy to people and 
the environment. Some of the 
most common hazards come 
from the likes of lead found in 
CRT monitors, the mercury in 
flat screens and beryllium found 
any number of electronics used 
each day. Sensory impairment, 
memory loss, muscle weakness 
and behavioral disturbances 

Upcoming E-Events:
May 18, 2013

8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Cinnaminson Cleanup Day
Cinnaminson Public Works, 

Cinnaminson

June 9, 2013
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Burlington County Earth Fair
Smithville Park, 

Eastampton

June 22, 2013
8:30 am – 3:00 pm
Camden County

Camden County College, 
Blackwood

are just some of the effects 
linked to such exposure. In 
addition, Martorano explains 
proper methods reduce energy 
use associated with mining and 
processing of virgin materials, 
thus conserving limited natural 
resources.
  Safe recycling also includes 
data security. “This is something 
very important to consumers,” 
says Martorano. At Magnum, 
personal information is 
completely safe. Devices are 
handled in strict compliance 
with R2 standards and prior to 
physical destruction, they are 
kept under 24 / 7 surveillance in 
our secured warehouse.” Items 
go through a multi-stepped 

destruction process, which 
is verified by an independent 
authority. 
  At Magnum, it isn’t all about 
recycling. The company also 
believes strongly in the benefits 
of “upcycling” and increasing 
access to quality reusable 
and refurbished equipment 
to those who need them. 
According to Martorano, “We 
are dedicated to upcycling as 
much as possible and work with 
area non-profit and charitable 
community organizations to 
donate electronics and related 
equipment for reuse.” The 
company has also worked to 
provide tri-state area students 
with refurbished, working 

computers.
  Magnum accepts drop-offs 
at its main location – a 27,000 
square foot facility located 
at 5070 B Central Highway 
in Pennsauken. They may be 
scheduled Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. In addition, the company 
has a fleet of vehicles providing 
pickup services for clients 
through the Delaware Valley. 
“We work with counties, 
municipalities, school districts 
and small businesses everyday 
to providing a positive electronic 
recycling experience,” John 
shares. “Our motto is no pick up 
is too small especially when it 
comes to being green.”

By Glori Gayster


